
Answer Key & Marking Scheme 
English 

10th Class 
 

Section –A (MCQ) 
 

Q1        Multiple Choice Questions.       (1x16=16) 
(i) c  Annie Frank                 (1)                                                                                      
(ii) a  Sulekha        (1) 
(iii) c  Tricki, the dog        (1) 
(iv) b  Postmaster        (1) 
(v) d  Desire and hatred       (1) 
(vi) a  Lomov found Natalya as a suitable wife for him   (1) 
(vii) d  Before lunch        (1) 
(viii) c  Heredity        (1) 
(ix) a  He said that he had been a great mentor    (1) 
(x) d  The guard asked who I was      (1) 
(xi) c  He is well treated by his uncle     (1) 
(xii) d  He was seen leaving the house by me     (1) 
(xiii) b  are playing        (1) 
(xiv) b  has been        (1) 
(xv) d  may         (1) 
(xvi) c  reading                                                                                               (1) 
 

Section –B Reading 
 

Q2. (i) Walking is a great source of pleasure to us besides being beneficial for  (1) 
health.     

       (ii) The various sound of nature, like the murmur of a brook or the song (1) 
of bird, acquire a new Meaning and significance to us.    

     (iii) Hiking takes us in the midst of nature and the sight of waterfalls, flowers,  (2) 
streams, trees and bushes is pleasing. This establishes a connection  
between us and nature.          

(iv) It is a pleasure to hike in the mountains than in the plains because   (2) 
of the excitement of climbing up and adventure of coming down.   

(v)  It ensures a complete escape from the urgent and busy activities of   (1) 
life and therefore gives solace to our brain.       

(vi)  Two examples of minute observations made while on a hike are:   (2) 
1 A snake casting its slough 2 A mouse peeping out of its hole. 

(vii)  exult          (1) 
(No half credits for 1 mark questions, Credit 1 mark for correct addressing the 2 marks 
questions)  
 

Q3 (i)  These towns are illegal. Therefore, the government does not provide them  (2) 
piped water.  As a result, drinking and bathing water are usually dirty and 
this causes diseases such as dysentery, typhoid and hepatitis and many other 
skin and eye diseases.  

(ii)  The government can supply clean, piped water to individual houses there (1) 
by making drinking water safe and reduce infections.        

(iii)  The city council should construct drains and provide rubbish collection  (1) 
service to reduce the risk of infections spread by rats and insects.  

(iv) Government has to play a great role to solve the problems of shanty towns.(1) 



(v)  Due to overcrowded houses the air circulation is very poor. As a result  (1) 
there is danger of many diseases like flu, TB and diphtheria.   

(vi)  Improvement would lead to employment opportunities area such as  (1) 
construction, plumbing and rubbish disposal. 

(No half credits for 1 mark questions, Credit 1 mark for correct addressing the 2 marks 
questions)  

 

Section –C Writing 
Q4  The Principal  

Arya School 6-Marks 
Kullu 
 

  March 13, 2024                                                                                                 1½ marks 
 

Subject: Remission of fine. 
 

Respected Sir/Madam 
 

I would like to say that I am a student of X class of your school. Our English  
teacher gave us a test on Monday. I could not take the test as I was ill on that  
day. The teacher has fined me twenty rupees.            3 marks  
I am good at English. I have always got good marks in English. I never avoid      (body) 
taking test. If I had been well on that day. I would have taken the test. I am 
willing to take the test any time. You are requested to kindly remit my fine.  
I shall always be thankful to you. 

 

Thanking you 
 

Your obediently                                                                1½ marks 
Ramesh Kumar/ Radhika kumara       
Class- XA              
Roll No 21             
(Organization of ideas - Spellings + Vocabulary+ Sequence +Style) 
(Partial marks ½ mark If one-two aspects are missing) 

           

      OR 
 Pratibha Hostel          
       Bal Bharti            
        Una                     1½ marks 
 

       March 13, 2024 
  

Dear Rashmi 
 

Last week I went to Agra to attend the marriage of my cousin. I visited the Taj  
there. It is a majestic building. It stands on a raised platform. In the middle 
of the platform, there is a splendid white some. At its four corners, there are         3 marks 
four stately towers. Underneath the white dome are the marble tombs of Mumtaz (body)   
Mahal and Shah Jahan. The Taj was built by Shah Jahan was in the sweet memory  
of his beloved wife. It is made of pure white marble. I stayed there for about two  
hours I left the place most unwillingly. Its memory is still fresh in my mind. 
 

With love 
          

Yours affectionately        1½ marks 
Seema          

  



  
Q5. Paragraph Writing on anyone       (6 marks)
            

Environmental Pollution 
 

Pollution is the biggest problem facing the modern man. All advancement becomes 
useless if, an does not get the very basic necessity of life that is fresh and pure air. And only 
trees can do this service to man. Unluckily man, in his ignorance has so far been destroying 
this wealth. In fact, he has been digging his own grave, Only recently, the government beacon 
aware of the gravity of this problem. Various steps have been taken to keep the environment 
free from pollution. More attention is being paid to afforestation.  The unauthorized feeling of 
trees is being checked. Scientists are developing methods to minimize the effect of smoke let 
out by our autos and chimneys.        
(Content  2 marks, Organisation of ideas 2 marks, Accuracy of spellings, punctuations, 
grammar 2 marks)  

 
 Q6   
   
    
    
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
(1 mark for box/structure, 1 mark for heading and closing, 3 marks for Content, vocabulary and 
grammar spelling)  

OR 
    
The Need to Save Every Drop of Water. Water is vital for all the life on this earth. But man in 
his ignorance, has been wasting this precious source of life. As a result of this the water level 
has been going down. However, we can save this precious source of nature. This can be done 
by harvesting rainwater and by using improved methods of irrigation. Therefore, from today 
only lets all of us start saving each and every drop of water. The One drop saved by each 
person can give life to the other person who needs it.      
(Content 2 marks, organization of ideas 2 marks, Accuracy of spellings and grammar 1 mark) 

  

Section D Literature 
 

Q7  (i)  These lines have been taken from the chapter “The Black Aeroplane”. (1) 
      (ii) The black aeroplane was still there after half an hour.   (1) 
      (iii)  He started to feel frightened again because there was only five or ten  (1) 

minutes” fuel in the tank. 
       (iv) He saw the runway before him.       (1) 
        (v)  No, he could not see the black aeroplane     (1)
          (No half marks) 
 

G.S.S.S Shimla 
NOTICE 

Important Meeting 
 House captains must attend meeting with the Vice 
Principal in 14th January, During the recess in his /her office 
in order to his/her office in order to decide steps for 
maintaining discipline in the school  
 
Vibha Mahajan 
Head Girl 
 



     OR 
     

(i) Name of the chapter is “A Baker from Goa” and the writer is  (1) 
“Lucio Rodrigues”.     

      (ii)  Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the bol. (1) 
 (iii) A party or a feast loses its charm without bread.    (1) 
     (iv)  She must prepare sandwiches on such occasion.     (1) 

(v) Cakes or bolinhas are a must for Christmas     (1) 
    

Q8   (i)  The tiger is in the zoo at present      (1) 
 (ii) Vivid may also means “graphic” or “picturesque”    (1) 
 (iii) The tiger is in “quite rage” because his freedom has been curtailed  (1) 
 (iv) The name of the poem is “A tiger in the zoo” and the poet is Leslie Norris. (1) 
     

OR 
(i) It means forest in Asian Countries.      (1) 
(ii)  Asian Lion is huge in size, brownish in colour and roars.   (1) 
(iii)  When the lion roars one’s heart begins to beat fast as one is scared.  (1) 
(iv)  “Advance” is synonym of “to move forward”.    (1) 

(No half marks) 
 

Q9 (i)  The poet was in a bad mood. He considered that his day was ruined. But the 
crow shook the tree. The dust of snow fell on him. His mood changed. The rest of the 
day was saved for him.        (2.5) 

 

(ii) It means ‘the world’ of materialistic things in such a world one’s possessions 
carry importance. In this poem “The Ball poem” boy possesses the ball. The boy is 
really shaken at the loss of his ball.        (2.5) 

 

(iii) No, Amanda is not an orphan wandering in the street. It is clear in stanza 4 
where she says so because she wants to have freedom which perhaps she does not have 
being a parental child. Throughout the poem “Amanda” expresses to have freedom 
from her parents. Being a teen age she is moody.     (2.5) 

 

(iv)  The trees in the poem are decorative trees and they are inside the house. They 
are in the pots and pans. Their roots try to free themselves from the cracks in the 
Veranda door. Their leaves go toward the glass. Small twigs become stiff.  (2.5) 
(Content 1 mark, organization 1 mark, Accuracy ½ mark, if error density is high 1 mark 
to be deducted) 

 

Q10  Lencho had many good qualities. He was poor farmer who totally depended on the 
harvest to survive and fulfil basic needs of his family. Once his crops were destroyed 
due to heavy rainfall and hailstones. He started   thinking how his family would 
survive. He believed that God would help him in that situation.  He had true faith in 
God, he believed that God would not let him be hungry. Now a day’s faith in God like 
Lencho’s almost impossible and unseen. I also have a firm faith in God. However, it is 
not as firm as that of Lencho’s faith. I will not blindly accept or believe that God had 
sent me money. Lencho’s reaction towards the post office employees was not right or 
justified. In his innocence and blind faith, he could not reason that God would not send 
him money and only humans can.       (4) 
(Content 2 marks, organization 1 marks, Accuracy 1 mark, if error density is high 1 
mark to be deducted) 

 



 
Q11  According to Nelson Mandela man has twin obligations in his life. The first is 

obligations to his family, to his parents, to his wife and children. The second obligation 
he has is towards his people his community, his country. Mandela says that in a civil 
and human society each man is able to fulfil those obligations according to his own 
inclinations and abilities. However, in a country like South Africa it was almost 
impossible for a black to fulfill both of those obligation. In South Africa, a man who 
tried to fulfill his duty to his people was inevitably ripped from life apart, In South 
Africa any man of colour who tried to fulfill his obligation as a brother, as a son, a 
father or a husband was prevented to do this. He was also prevented to fulfil his 
function and duty towards his society and community.    (4) 
(Content 2 marks, Expression 1 marks, Accuracy 1 mark, if error density is high 1 mark 
to be deducted) 

 
Q12    It is true that excess of everything is bad. It does more harm than good. This fact has 

aptly been justified in the story “A Triumph of Surgery” where in Mrs. Pumphrey, a 
rich lady over pampers her dog, Tricki. She wants Tricki to live as luxuriously as she 
lives.  To make sure that her dog lives lavish life, she not only makes sure that Tricki 
has everything but also fulfils his greed. Her love and care for Tricki makes her 
overfeed him.  In her love for Tricki she never realized that Tricki was a greedy dog 
and her over caring nature would harm him, Even though the surgeon prescribes her a 
diet for Tricki , she was not able to follow it. Consequently, Tricki’s condition gets 
worse. He becomes lazy, inactive and very fat.     (4) 
(Content 2 marks, Expression 1 marks, Accuracy 1 mark, if error density is high 1 mark 
to be deducted) 

 
Q13 Ebright was a multi-faceted genius. He not only collected butterflies but also took a 

deep interest in other activities. He developed the hobby if collecting things like rocks, 
fossils and coins and even gazing stars. He would indulge in star gazing all night. His 
mother would find him things through which he could learn something. He also became 
a champion debater and public speaker. He hobbies to collect things helped him in 
various project. These hobbies led him to his innovative idea about the theory of life 
cells.           (4) 
(Content 2 marks, Expression 1 marks, Accuracy 1 mark, if error density is high 1 mark 
to be deducted) 


