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Digital Profile' Now Mandatory
in Himachal Schools

SANJAY AGGARWAL

DHARAMSHALA APR 17 : The Himachal
Pradesh Board of School Education
has issued strict guidelines for all
government and private schools in the
state under the New Education Policy
(NEP). Board Chairman Dr. Rajesh

Sharma has clarifiled that every
student will now possess a unique
digital identity, known as a PEN
(Permanent Education Number) and
an APAAR ID (Automated Permanent
Academic Account Registry). This
initiative by the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, aims to achieve

the complete digitization of students'
academic records. The Board has set a
mandatory deadline of August 31,
2026, for all educational institutions to
complete this task.According to Dr.
Sharma, the PEN is a unique 11 to 12-
digit identification number generated

through the 'UDISE+' portal. This
number will remain  constant
throughout a  student's entire

academic journey, making it easier to
track their progress. Meanwhile, the
APAAR ID will enable the centralized
storage and digital verification of
students' certificates, thereby
reducing the burden of paperwork
during future college admissions or
job applications. This system will not
only safequard records but also
render the entire admission process
transparent and streamlined.

The Board Chairman has issued a
warning stating that if any school fails
to generate these IDs for its students
within the stipulated timeframe, their
registration for the upcoming
academic session will not be possible.
He noted that several schools are
showing laxity in executing this task,
which is unacceptable. In the event of
any inconvenience or a halt in
registration occurring after August 31,
the respective school management
will be held solely responsible. The
Board has directed all principals to
treat this matter as a top priority to
ensure that the academic future of the
students remains uninterrupted.
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EDUCATION REVOLUTION IN HP: DIG
TRACK EVERY STUDENT'S ACADEMIC JO

Sunny Mahajan | Dharamshala
The Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education has

introduced a significant digital shift for all government and
private educational institutions across the state. Under the
guidelines of the National Education Pohcy, every studer "is‘
now required to have a unique digital identity, often referred
to as a Digital Kundli. This identity consists of two pr mary |
components: the Permanent Education Number (PEN) and the
Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry (APAAR ID).
Dr. Rajesh Sharma, the Chairman of the Education Board, has
made it clear that these identification numbers are no longer
optional and must be generated for every student by the |
deadline of August 31, 2026. |
This initiative by the Union Ministry of Education aims to
fully digitize the academic records of students. The PEN is a
unique 11 to 12-digit code generated through the UDISE+ portal
that follows a student throughout their entire academic
journey, making it much easier to track their progress over
time. Meanwhile, the APAAR ID acts as a centralized digital
vault for storing and verifying certificates. This system is
designed to reduce the need for physical paperwork during
college admissions or job applications in the future, making
the entire process more transparent and secure.

The board has issued a firm warning to school
administrations that have been slow to implement these
changes. Schools that fail to generate these IDs within the
stipulated timeframe will not be able to register their students
for the upcoming academic session. Dr. Sharma emphasized
that any delays or registration issues occurring after the
August 31 deadline will be the sole responsibility of the school
management. Principals across the state have been directed to
prioritize this task immediately to ensure that no student
faces hurdles in their educational future.
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