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Major Exam Overhaul by Education
Board: Question Papers Released in
Line w:th NEP and PARAKH

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA JUL 9 : Significant
changes to the school education

structure in Himachal Pradesh,
aligned with  the  National
Education Policy (NEP-2020), are
now being implemented on the

ground. The Himachal Pradesh
Board of School Education |,
Dharamshala, has already

accelerated preparations for the
annual examinations scheduled for
March 2027. As part of this
initiative, the Board has released
new model question papers and
subject-wise marks distribution
based on 'PARAKH' (Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis
of Knowledge for  Holistic
Development) standards on its
official website (www.hpbose.org).
This move will directly benefit lakhs
of students in the state, enabling
them to prepare for board exams
based on competency rather than

traditional rote learning. Board
Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma
announced this significant

decision, noting that competency-
based question papers have been
designed for classes 9 and 10 in
accordance with modern

educational methods. For the
convenience of students and
teachers, these model papers have
been uploaded to the 'Download’
section of the Board's website.
However, a point of relief for
students is that there have been
no changes to the core syllabus for
these classes; students will simply
need to practice questions based
on the new pattern using the

previously established syllabus.
Regarding senior classes, Dr.
Sharma clarified that some

changes have been made to the
vocational subject curricula for
classes 11 and 12. Revised model
question papers aligned with these
changes are currently in the final
stages of preparation and will soon
be made available on the website.
Meanwhile, students in classes 3
and 8 (at the primary and middle
levels) need not worry; the Board
has made no alterations to their
syllabus or examination patterns,
and the existing system will remain
in place for them.Board
Emphasizes Stress-Free and
Effective Preparation The primary
objective of this new examination
format is to mentally prepare
students for the latest examination
system. The Board Chairman
stated that these model question
papers would provide students
with a better and more transparent
understanding of the new question
formats and the distribution of
marks. This will reduce exam-
related stress and make their
preparation far more targeted and
effective. He has strongly urged
principals, teachers, and students
across the state to download these
new model question papers from
the Board's website well in
advance, study them thoroughly,
and devise their strategies for the
upcoming examinations
accordingly.
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